As long as farmers have sowed seeds in the freshly tilled soil and harvested their fruit, the bumblebee has been an important part of the recipe for success – expert and efficient pollination. 
For decades, modern farming practices in Japan have relied on the bumblebee for higher fruit quality and production. Unfortunately, the use of imported bees from Europe has threatened Japanese ecology. 
Non-native bumblebees can disrupt the ecosystem – competing for nectar with native birds and bees and interfering with the pollination of native plants. 

The Arysta LifeScience Natural Enemies team, led by Mr. Tetsuo Wada, was convinced in the early 1990s that rearing domestic bumblebee for the Japanese market would provide an ecologically-responsible solution for tomato, strawberry and eggplant and orchard farmers. 
The investment in time and resources was significant. But the team was sure that that return would be an increased awareness about sustainable agricultural methods and better crop protection for Japanese farmers. 

To see the return on their investment would take time, patience and persistence. 

After the commercial launch of the domestic bees program in 1997, Arysta LifeScience saw very low demand for their product. Bees imported from Europe were cheaper and easy to import. 
Despite pressures from research partners, the Natural Enemies team would not give up. They knew that going forward with this socially responsible product was important for the Japanese agricultural market and important for the future of Arysta LifeScience.
Arysta LifeScience is the only crop protection company with the foresight to understand the importance of domestic bees in Japanese agriculture and is at least a decade ahead of other companies to provide this product to farmers. 
Many countries have realized the importance of banning alien species for the benefit of agriculture. Latvia, New Zealand and the United States all have laws limiting and regulating invasive species. In 2004, Japan followed suit. The law went into effect in June 2005 with a one year extension for farmers to develop alternative systems to imported bees. 

Providing an ecologically sound solution for farmers in Japan ensures that the ancient cycle of agriculture can continue in the right way. Arysta LifeScience is committed to these types of solutions in all corners of the globe. 
